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Introduction to axiophytes1 
Axiophytes are “worthy plants” - the 40% or so of species that arouse interest and praise from 
botanists when they are seen. They are indicators of habitat that is considered important for 
conservation, such as ancient woodlands, clear water and species-rich meadows. 

They are not the same as rare plants: species that have only ever been recorded in one or two 
sites in a county are often just chance occurrences and have little ecological (or statistical) 
significance. 

Lists of axiophytes provide a powerful technique for determining conservation priorities. Sites with 
many axiophytes are usually of greater importance than those with fewer; and changes in the 
number of axiophytes in a site over time can be used for monitoring the outcome of management 
practices. 

What are axiophytes for? 

1. Evidence for site designation 
Lists of axiophytes for various BAP habitats can be used as an empirical measure for sites of 
nature conservation interest. This allows landowners and others to see how decisions have been 
made. 

2. Protecting the wider countryside 
Each grid square in the countryside can be assigned a number according to the total number of 
axiophytes present. For axiophyte-rich squares, full surveys need to be carried out, and potentially 
damaging operations can be directed away from the most important areas. 

3. Monitoring site condition 
Because lists of axiophytes are much longer than the lists of rarities, they are much more sensitive 
to changes in ecology. If protected sites and nature reserves had lists of axiophytes, their 
abundance could be measured over the years and decades to see how well they are performing. 

4. Prioritising resource allocation 
Because each site can be ranked according to the number of axiophytes it contains, a relative scale 
of site importance can be created, using a quantifiable method. Axiophytes are therefore a more 
effective way to allocate conservation resources. 

Sites which have lost the most axiophytes most recently might well be the most promising ones for 
restoration. Targets can be set and monitored by specifying which axiophytes will benefit. Several 
Nature Improvement Area projects use axiophytes as a way to monitor progress of nature 
conservation projects in the wider countryside. 

Further notes specific to the VC42 list 
Several species in our list can be treated as broader groups without need, in assessing axiophyte 
presence, to be precise about the exact species. 

For instance, Agrimonia procera and A. eupatoria both occur in the county, are both clearly 
axiophytes and there is no need to make the technical distinction between the two (interesting 
though it is). 

Other examples occur such as Polygala or Aphanes. These cases have been highlighted in the 
tables by a thick line to the left of the listing. 

Our list includes species that are becoming important road verge plants and contribute to the flora 
of the county in that role. Some are not truly native to the county but have become established and 
are welcome. 

 
1 This introduction is from the Botanical Society of Britain and Ireland, BSBI. 
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Habitat 
Brief (and broad) habitat descriptions are given – mostly from PLANTATT2 reference data but with 
a few local additions. 

Rare Plant Register 
Most species listed in the Brecknock Rare Plant Register are not included here. The exceptions are 
those like Globeflower, Trollius europaeus that are rare / threatened for the country but relatively 
frequent in Brecknock. The most recent print edition of the Brecknock Rare Plant Register was 
published in 2014 and a PDF update is available for 2016. It is hoped to produce a completely new 
edition during 2020. 

  

 
2 PLANTATT - Attributes of British and Irish Plants – Spreadsheet, Hill, MO, Preston, CD, Roy, DB, 2004 as 
revised 2008. Centre for Ecology and Hydrology. 
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Brecknock axiophytes listed by Latin names 
Species Common name Welsh Habitat 

Acer campestre3 Field Maple Masarnen fach Mixed Woodland, Hedges 

Achillea ptarmica Sneezewort  Ystrewlys Fen 

Adoxa moschatellina Moschatel  Mwsglys Mixed Woodland 

Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony  Llysiau'r dryw Neutral to Calcareous 
Grassland 

Agrimonia procera Fragrant Agrimony Llysiau'r-dryw pêr Mixed Woodland, Hedges, 
Neutral Grassland 

Aira caryophyllea Silver Hair-grass Brigwellt arian Heath, Rock 

Aira praecox Early Hair-grass Brigwellt y gwanwyn Acidic Grassland, Rock 

Ajuga reptans Bugle  Glesyn y coed Mixed Woodland 

Alchemilla filicaulis Hairy Lady's-mantle Mantell-Fair goesfain Calcareous Grassland, 
Montane, Rock 

Alchemilla glabra Smooth Lady's-
mantle 

Mantell-Fair lefn Neutral Grassland, Montane, 
Rock 

Alchemilla xanthochlora Intermediate Lady's-
mantle 

Mantell-Fair ganolig Neutral Grassland, Calcareous 
Grassland 

Allium ursinum Ramsons  Craf y geifr Moist Woods 

Allium vineale Wild Onion Nionyn gwyllt Hedges, Neutral Grassland, 
Calcareous Grassland 

Anemone nemorosa Wood Anemone Blodyn y gwynt Mixed Woodland, Rocks 

Aphanes arvensis Parsley-piert  Troed y dryw Arable, Rock 

Aphanes australis Slender Parsley-piert Troed-y-dryw main Acidic Grassland, Rock 

Arabis hirsuta Hairy Rock-cress Berwr-y-cerrig 
blewog 

Calcareous Grassland, Rock 

Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved 
Sandwort 

Tywodlys dail teim Rock, Pavements 

Asplenium adiantum-nigrum Black Spleenwort Duegredynen 
goesddu 

Hedges, Rock 

Asplenium viride Green Spleenwort Duegredynen werdd Montane, Rock 

Avenula pubescens 
(Helictotrichon pubescens) 

Downy Oat-grass Ceirchwellt blewog Neutral or Calcareous 
Grassland 

Betonica officinalis (Stachys 
officinalis) 

Betony Cribau San Ffraid Neutral or Calcareous 
Grassland 

Bistorta officinalis (Persicaria 
bistorta) 

Common Bistort Llysiau'r neidr Neutral Grassland 

Botrychium lunaria Moonwort  Lloer-redynen Calcareous Grassland, Rock 

Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome  Breichwellt y coed Mixed Woodland 

Briza media Quaking-grass  Crydwellt Calcareous Grassland 

Bromopsis ramosa Hairy-brome  Pawrwellt blewog Mixed Woodland 

Bromus racemosus Smooth Brome Pawrwellt llyfn Hedges, Neutral Grassland 

Bryonia dioica White Bryony Bloneg y ddaear Hedges 

Caltha palustris Marsh-marigold  Gold y gors Fen 

Campanula latifolia Giant Bellflower Clychlys mawr Mixed Woodland 

Campanula rotundifolia Harebell  Clychau'r eos Grassland 

Campanula trachelium Nettle-leaved 
Bellflower 

Clychlys dail danadl Mixed Woodland 

Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower  Blodyn llefrith Neutral Grassland, Fen 

Carduus nutans Musk Thistle Ysgallen bendrom Neutral Grassland, Calcareous 
Grassland 

 
3 A native species that naturally declines towards the north and west of the county. 
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Species Common name Welsh Habitat 

Carex acuta Slender Tufted-
sedge 

Hesgen tywysennau 
main/meinion 

Fen 

Carex acutiformis Lesser Pond-sedge Hesgen-y-dŵr fach Fen 

Carex binervis Green-ribbed Sedge Hesgen ddeulasnod Acidic Grassland, Heath, Rock 

Carex caryophyllea Spring-sedge  Hesgen gynnar Calcareous Grassland 

Carex demissa (Carex viridula 
subsp. oedocarpa) 

Common Yellow-
sedge 

Hesgen felen Fen 

Carex hirta Hairy Sedge Hesgen flewog Neutral Grassland 

Carex hostiana Tawny Sedge Hesgen felynllwyd Fen 

Carex montana Soft-leaved Sedge Hesgen feddal Neutral Grassland, Acidic 
Grassland 

Carex panicea Carnation Sedge Hesgen lwydlas Fen 

Carex pilulifera Pill Sedge Hesgen bengron Acidic Grassland 

Carex pulicaris Flea Sedge Hesgen y chwain Fen, Rock 

Carex remota Remote Sedge Hesgen blodau 
anghyfagos 

Mixed Woodland, Flowing 
Water 

Carex rostrata Bottle Sedge Hesgen ylfinfain Fen 

Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge  Hesgen y coed Mixed Woodland 

Carlina vulgaris Carline Thistle Ysgallen Siarl Calcareous Grassland 

Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury Y ganrhi goch Calcareous Grassland,  

Ceratocapnos claviculata Climbing Corydalis Mwg-y-ddaear 
dringol 

Mixed Woodland, Bracken 

Chrysosplenium alternifolium Alternate-leaved 
Golden-saxifrage 

Eglyn bob yn eilddail Fen, Flowing Water 

Circaea x intermedia4 Upland Enchanter's-
nightshade 

Llysiau-Steffan yr 
ucheldir 

Mixed Woodland 

Cirsium dissectum Meadow Thistle Ysgallen y ddôl Fen 

Clinopodium vulgare Wild Basil Brenhinllys gwyllt Calcareous Grassland 

Colchicum autumnale Meadow Saffron Saffrwm y ddôl Neutral Grassland 

Conopodium majus Pignut  Cneuen y ddaear Mixed Woodland, Neutral 
Grassland 

Cruciata laevipes Crosswort  Llysiau'r groes Neutral Grassland, Road 
verges 

Cystopteris fragilis Brittle Bladder-fern Ffiolredynen frau Rock 

Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted-
orchid 

Tegeirian brych Fen 

Dactylorhiza maculata Heath Spotted-
orchid 

Tegeirian brych y 
rhos 

Bog 

Dactylorhiza praetermissa5 Southern Marsh-
orchid 

Tegeirian-y-gors 
deheuol 

Fen 

Dactylorhiza purpurella5 Northern Marsh-
orchid 

Tegeirian-y-gors 
gogleddol 

Fen 

Danthonia decumbens Heath-grass  Glaswellt y rhos Calcareous Grassland, Acidic 
Grassland 

Drosera rotundifolia Round-leaved 
Sundew 

Gwlithlys Bog 

Dryopteris carthusiana Narrow Buckler-fern Marchredynen gul Mixed Woodland 

Eleocharis palustris Common Spike-rush Ysbigfrwynen Fen 

Eleocharis quinqueflora Few-flowered Spike-
rush 

Ysbigfrwynen goch Fen 

 
4 The only hybrid in the list. Often found in the absence of C. alpina or both parents and hence presumably 
indicator of past presence. 
5 Neither species is very frequent in the county, but both are found. 
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Species Common name Welsh Habitat 

Elymus caninus Bearded Couch Marchwellt y coed Mixed Woodland, Hedges 

Empetrum nigrum Crowberry  Creiglusen Heath, Bog, Montane 

Epilobium palustre Marsh Willowherb Helyglys y gors Fen, Flowing Water 

Epipactis helleborine Broad-leaved 
Helleborine 

Y galdrist lydanddail Mixed Woodland, Calcareous 
Grassland 

Equisetum palustre Marsh Horsetail Marchrawnen y gors Fen 

Equisetum sylvaticum Wood Horsetail Marchrawnen y coed Mixed Woodland, Rock 

Erica cinerea Bell Heather Grug y mêl Heath 

Erica tetralix Cross-leaved Heath Grug croesddail Heath, Bog 

Eriophorum angustifolium Common 
Cottongrass 

Plu'r gweunydd Bog 

Eriophorum vaginatum Hare's-tail 
Cottongrass 

Plu'r gweunydd 
unben 

Bog 

Erophila verna6 Common 
Whitlowgrass 

Llysiau'r-bystwn ar Hedges, Rock, Urban 

Euonymus europaeus Spindle  Piswydden Mixed Woodland, Hedges 

Eupatorium cannabinum Hemp-agrimony  Byddon chwerw Fen 

Euphrasia arctica Arctic Eyebright Effros yr Arctig Neutral Grassland, Fen 

Euphrasia confusa Confused Eyebright Effros gliniog Calcareous Grassland, Acidic 
Grassland, Rock 

Euphrasia nemorosa Common Eyebright Effros Calcareous Grassland, Heath 

Euphrasia officinalis 
(Euphrasia rostkoviana) 

Eyebright Effros blodau mawr Neutral Grassland 

Festuca vivipara Viviparous Sheep's-
fescue 

Peiswellt bywhiliog Montane, Rock 

Galium odoratum Woodruff  Briwydd bêr Mixed Woodland 

Galium sterneri Limestone Bedstraw Briwydd y calch Calcareous Grassland, Rock 

Galium uliginosum Fen Bedstraw Briwydd y fign Fen 

Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw Briwydd felen Calcareous Grassland 

Genista anglica Petty Whin Cracheithinen Heath 

Genista tinctoria Dyer's Greenweed Melynog y waun Neutral Grassland 

Gentianella amarella7 Autumn Gentian Crwynllys yr hydref Calcareous Grassland 

Geranium columbinum Long-stalked 
Crane's-bill 

Pig-yr-aran hirgoes Hedges, Calcareous Grassland 

Geranium lucidum Shining Crane's-bill Pig-yr-aran loywddail Hedges, Rock 

Geranium pratense8 Meadow Crane's-bill Pig-yr-aran y 
weirglodd 

Neutral Grassland 

Geum rivale Water Avens Mapgoll glan y dŵr Mixed Woodland, Rock 

Gymnadenia conopsea9 Chalk Fragrant 
Orchid 

Tegeirian pêr Calcareous Grassland, Fen 

Gymnocarpium dryopteris Oak Fern Rhedynen dridarn Mixed Woodland, Rock 

Gymnocarpium robertianum Limestone Fern Rhedynen y 
calchfaen 

Rock 

Helianthemum nummularium Common Rock-rose Cor-rosyn cyffredin Calcareous Grassland 

Helosciadium inundatum 
(Apium inundatum) 

Lesser Marshwort Dyfrforonen fach Fen, Water 

Hornungia petraea Hutchinsia  Beryn y graig Rock 

Huperzia selago Fir Clubmoss Cnwp-fwsogl mawr Montane, Rock 

 
6 Also E. glabrescens. 
7 Limestone area south of county only. 
8 Occurs mainly on roadsides but is very well established. May not be native in the county. 
9 The other species in G. conopsea agg. (G. borealis and G. densiflora) included. 
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Species Common name Welsh Habitat 

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell  Clychau'r gog Mixed Woodland, Bracken 

Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort Dail-ceiniog y gors Fen 

Hylotelephium telephium 
(Sedum telephium) 

Orpine  Canewin Mixed Woodland, Hedges, 
Rock 

Hymenophyllum wilsonii Wilson's Filmy-fern Rhedynach teneuwe 
Wilson 

Mixed Woodland, Rock 

Hypericum androsaemum Tutsan  Dail y Beiblau Mixed Woodland, Hedges 

Hypericum elodes Marsh St John's-wort Eurinllys y gors Acid pools, Fen 

Hypericum hirsutum Hairy St John's-wort Eurinllys blewog Neutral Grassland, Calcareous 
Grassland 

Hypericum humifusum Trailing St John's-
wort 

Eurinllys ymdaenol Hedges 

Hypericum pulchrum Slender St John's-
wort 

Eurinllys meinsyth Heath, Rock 

Hypericum tetrapterum Square-stalked St 
John's-wort 

Eurinllys pedronglog Fen 

Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris Gellesgen Fen 

Jacobaea aquatica (Senecio 
aquaticus) 

Marsh Ragwort Creulys y gors Fen, Flowing Water 

Jasione montana Sheep's-bit  Clefryn Acidic Grassland, Heath 

Juncus bulbosus10 Bulbous Rush Brwynen oddfog Flowing Water 

Lamiastrum galeobdolon Yellow Archangel Marddanhadlen felen Mixed Woodland 

Lathraea squamaria Toothwort  Deintlys Mixed Woodland, Hedges 

Lathyrus linifolius Bitter-vetch  Ytbysen y coed Acidic Grassland, Rock 

Linum catharticum Fairy Flax Llin y tylwyth teg Calcareous Grassland 

Littorella uniflora Shoreweed  Beistonnell ferllyn Fen, Water 

Luzula multiflora Heath Wood-rush Coedfrwynen 
luosben 

Acidic Grassland 

Luzula pilosa Hairy Wood-rush Coedfrwynen flewog Mixed Woodland, Conifer 
Woodland 

Luzula sylvatica Great Wood-rush Coedfrwynen fawr Mixed Woodland, Rock 

Lycopodium clavatum Stag's-horn 
Clubmoss 

Cnwp-fwsogl corn 
carw 

Heath 

Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort  Llysiau'r sipsiwn Fen 

Lysimachia nemorum Yellow Pimpernel Gwlyddyn melyn 
Mair 

Mixed Woodland 

Lysimachia tenella (Anagallis 
tenella) 

Bog Pimpernel Gwlyddyn-Mair y 
gors 

Fen 

Lythrum portula Water-purslane  Troed y gywen Fen, Water 

Malva moschata Musk-mallow  Hocysen fwsg Neutral Grassland 

Melampyrum pratense Common Cow-wheat Gliniogai Mixed Woodland, Conifer 
Woodland 

Melica uniflora Wood Melick Meligwellt y coed Mixed Woodland 

Mentha arvensis Corn Mint Mintys yr âr Arable, Fen 

Menyanthes trifoliata Bogbean  Ffeuen y gors Fen 

Moehringia trinervia Three-nerved 
Sandwort 

Tywodlys teirnerf Mixed Woodland 

Myosotis discolor Changing Forget-
me-not 

Sgorpionllys amryliw Neutral Grassland 

Myosotis laxa Tufted Forget-me-not Sgorpionllys 
siobynnog 

Fen 

Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not Sgorpionllys y gors Fen, Flowing Water 

 
10 Both subspecies. 



 

 7 Brecknock, VC42 Axiophytes, April 2020 

Species Common name Welsh Habitat 

Myosotis secunda Creeping Forget-me-
not 

Sgorpionllys 
ymlusgol 

Fen 

Narcissus pseudonarcissus11 Wild Daffodil Cenhinen-Bedr wyllt Woodlands, Old Grasslands 

Narthecium ossifragum Bog Asphodel Llafn y bladur Bog 

Odontites vernus Red Bartsia Gorudd Arable, Neutral Grassland, 
Road Verges 

Ononis repens Common Restharrow Tagaradr Calcareous Grassland 

Orchis mascula Early-purple Orchid Tegeirian coch y 
gwanwyn 

Mixed Woodland, Calcareous 
Grassland, Rock 

Oreopteris limbosperma Lemon-scented Fern Rhedynen bêr y 
mynydd 

Mixed Woodland, Rock 

Origanum vulgare Wild Marjoram Penrhudd Calcareous Grassland, Rock 

Ornithopus perpusillus Bird's-foot  Troed yr aderyn Acidic Grassland 

Orobanche rapum-genistae Greater Broomrape Gorfanhadlen fawr Heath 

Oxalis acetosella Wood-sorrel  Suran y coed Mixed Woodland, Conifer 
Woodland, Rock 

Papaver cambricum 
(Meconopsis cambrica) 

Welsh Poppy Pabi Cymreig Mixed Woodland 

Paris quadrifolia Herb-paris  Cwlwm cariad Mixed Woodland 

Pedicularis sylvatica Lousewort  Melog y cŵn Heath, Bog, Flowing Water 

Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort Canwraidd y dŵr Fen, Water 

Phegopteris connectilis Beech Fern Rhedynen gorniog Mixed Woodland, Rock 

Pilosella officinarum12 Mouse-ear-
hawkweed  

Clust y llygoden Calcareous Grassland 

Pilularia globulifera Pillwort  Pelenllys gronynnog Water 

Pimpinella saxifraga Burnet-saxifrage  Gwreiddiriog Calcareous Grassland 

Pinguicula vulgaris Common Butterwort Tafod y gors Bogs, fens, wet rocks 

Platanthera chlorantha Greater Butterfly-
orchid 

Tegeirian 
llydanwyrdd 

Mixed Woodland, Neutral 
Grassland 

Polygala serpyllifolia Heath Milkwort Amlaethai'r waun Acidic Grassland, Heath, Bog 

Polygala vulgaris Common Milkwort Amlaethai cyffredin Calcareous Grassland 

Polypodium interjectum Intermediate 
Polypody 

Llawredynen ganolig Mixed Woodland, Hedges, 
Rock 

Polystichum aculeatum Hard Shield-fern Gwrychredynen 
galed 

Mixed Woodland, Rock 

Potamogeton polygonifolius Bog Pondweed Dyfrllys y gors Fen, Bog, Water 

Potentilla anglica Trailing Tormentil Pumnalen orweddol Neutral Grassland 

Poterium sanguisorba 
(Sanguisorba minor) 

Salad Burnet Bwrned Calcareous Grassland 

Primula veris Cowslip  Briallen Fair Neutral Grassland, Calcareous 
Grassland 

Primula vulgaris Primrose  Briallen Mixed Woodland, Rock 

Prunus padus Bird Cherry Coeden geirios yr 
adar 

Mixed Woodland 

Ranunculus auricomus sens 
lat 

Goldilocks Buttercup Blodyn-ymenyn 
peneuraid 

Mixed Woodland 

Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup Blodyn-ymenyn 
bondew 

Neutral Grassland, Calcareous 
Grassland 

Ranunculus hederaceus Ivy-leaved Crowfoot Crafanc-y-frân dail 
eiddew 

Fen, Water 

 
11 Including all the species numbered 18-22 in Stace (4th edition). 
12 Common on calcareous outcrops on otherwise neutral grassland. 
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Species Common name Welsh Habitat 

Ranunculus omiophyllus Round-leaved 
Crowfoot 

Crafanc-y-frân y 
rhostir 

Fen 

Rhinanthus minor Yellow-rattle  Cribell felen Neutral Grassland 

Rorippa palustris Marsh Yellow-cress Berwr melyn y gors Fen, Water 

Rorippa sylvestris Creeping Yellow-
cress 

Berwr melyn 
ymlusgol 

Fen, Flowing Water 

Rosa sherardii Sherard's Downy-
rose 

Rhosyn Sherard Mixed Woodland, Hedges, 
Rock 

Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet Bwrned mawr Neutral Grassland 

Sanicula europaea Sanicle  Clust yr arth Mixed Woodland 

Saxifraga granulata Meadow Saxifrage Tormaen y 
gweunydd 

Neutral Grassland, Calcareous 
Grassland 

Saxifraga hypnoides Mossy Saxifrage Tormaen llydandroed Calcareous Grassland, 
Montane, Rock 

Saxifraga tridactylites Rue-leaved 
Saxifrage 

Tormaen tribys Calcareous Grassland, Town 
Pavement 

Scabiosa columbaria Small Scabious Clafrllys bach Calcareous Grassland 

Scutellaria minor Lesser Skullcap Cycyllog bach Damp Heaths, Fen 

Sedum anglicum English Stonecrop Briweg y cerrig Rock,  

Serratula tinctoria Saw-wort  Dant y pysgodyn Calcareous Grassland 

Silaum silaus Pepper-saxifrage  Ffenigl yr hwch Neutral Grassland 

Silene flos-cuculi (Lychnis flos-
cuculi) 

Ragged-Robin Carpiog y gors Fen 

Solidago virgaurea Goldenrod  Eurwialen Heath, Rock 

Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed Cleddlys 
canghennog 

Fen, Water 

Spergula arvensis Corn Spurrey Troellig yr ŷd Arable 

Stachys arvensis13 Field Woundwort Briwlys y tir âr Hedges, Arable 

Stachys palustris Marsh Woundwort Briwlys y gors Fen, Flowing Water 

Succisa pratensis Devil's-bit Scabious Tamaid y cythraul Neutral Grassland 

Tamus communis Black Bryony Cwlwm y coed Mixed Woodland, Hedges 

Teucrium scorodonia Wood Sage Chwerwlys yr eithin Mixed Woodland, Bracken, 
Rock 

Thalictrum flavum Common Meadow-
rue 

Arianllys Fen 

Thalictrum minus Lesser Meadow-rue Arianllys bach Rock,  

Thymus drucei (Thymus 
polytrichus) 

Wild Thyme Teim gwyllt Calcareous Grassland, Rock 

Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil Meillionen hopysaidd Hedges, Rock,  

Trifolium medium Zigzag Clover Meillionen igam-
ogam 

Neutral Grassland 

Triglochin palustris (Triglochin 
palustre) 

Marsh Arrowgrass Saethbennig y gors Fen 

Trocdaris verticillata (Carum 
verticillatum) 

Whorled Caraway Carwy droellennog Fen, Flowing Water 

Trollius europaeus Globeflower  Cronnell Fen, Rock 

Ulmus glabra Wych Elm Llwyfen lydanddail Mixed Woodland 

Umbilicus rupestris Navelwort  Deilen gron Hedges, Rock 

Vaccinium oxycoccos Cranberry  Llygaeren Bog 

Vaccinium vitis-idaea Cowberry  Llusen goch Conifer Woodland, Heath, 
Montane 

 
13 Appears in abundance where a field has been cultivated and neglected. 
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Species Common name Welsh Habitat 

Valeriana dioica Marsh Valerian Triaglog y gors Fen 

Valeriana officinalis Common Valerian Llysiau Cadwgan Fen 

Veronica montana Wood Speedwell Rhwyddlwyn y coed Mixed Woodland 

Veronica officinalis Heath Speedwell Rhwyddlwyn 
meddygol 

Calcareous Grassland, Acidic 
Grassland 

Veronica scutellata Marsh Speedwell Rhwyddlwyn culddail 
y gors 

Fen, Water 

Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose  Gwifwrnwydden y 
gors 

Mixed Woodland 

Vicia orobus Wood Bitter-vetch Ffacbysen chwerw Rock 

Viola lutea14 Mountain Pansy Trilliw y mynydd Calcareous Grassland, Acidic 
Grassland, Rock 

Viola palustris Marsh Violet Fioled y gors Fen, Flowing Water 

Viola reichenbachiana Early Dog-violet Fioled y coed Mixed Woodland 

Viola tricolor Wild Pansy Trilliw Arable, Acidic Grassland,  

Wahlenbergia hederacea Ivy-leaved Bellflower Clychlys dail eiddew Fen, Flowing Water 

 

  

 
14 Believed to be relatively common in the county but rarely caught in flower. Hard to find in grass without a 
fingertip search. 
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Species omitted from main list but appreciated by the Botany Group 
Members of the Brecknock Botany Group made suggestions based on field experience and these 
are the species that were felt to be “nice to find” without really qualifying for the full list. 

Species Common name Welsh 

Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies  Pidyn y gog 

Asplenium ceterach (Ceterach officinarum) Rustyback  Duegredynen gefngoch 

Asplenium ruta-muraria Wall-rue  Duegredynen y muriau 

Blechnum spicant Hard-fern  Gwibredynen 

Chelidonium majus15 Greater Celandine Llysiau'r wennol 

Conium maculatum Hemlock  Cegiden 

Daucus carota Carrot  Moronen 

Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb Helyglys pêr 

Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb Helyglys lledlwyd 

Ervum tetraspermum (Vicia tetrasperma) Smooth Tare Ffacbysen lefn 

Gnaphalium uliginosum Marsh Cudweed Edafeddog y gors 

Humulus lupulus Hop  Hopys 

Nardus stricta Mat-grass  Cawnen ddu 

Parietaria judaica16 Pellitory-of-the-wall  Paladr y wal 

Persicaria hydropiper Water-pepper  Y dinboeth 

Prunus avium Wild Cherry Coeden geirios du 

Veronica beccabunga Brooklime  Llysiau Taliesin 

Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell Rhwyddlwyn dail teim 

Viola odorata Sweet Violet Fioled bêr 

  

 
15 Archaeophyte that was "formerly cultivated" (Stace) but is usually a sign of a "good" hedge albeit near 
habitation. 
16 Interesting in VC42 as we seem to be on a distribution boundary. 
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The Brecknock list sorted by English Common name 
Common name Latin name(s) Welsh 

Agrimony  Agrimonia eupatoria Llysiau'r dryw 

Alternate-leaved Golden-saxifrage Chrysosplenium alternifolium Eglyn bob yn eilddail 

Amphibious Bistort Persicaria amphibia Canwraidd y dŵr 

Arctic Eyebright Euphrasia arctica Effros yr Arctig 

Autumn Gentian Gentianella amarella17 Crwynllys yr hydref 

Bearded Couch Elymus caninus Marchwellt y coed 

Beech Fern Phegopteris connectilis Rhedynen gorniog 

Bell Heather Erica cinerea Grug y mêl 

Betony Betonica officinalis (Stachys officinalis) Cribau San Ffraid 

Bird Cherry Prunus padus Coeden geirios yr adar 

Bird's-foot  Ornithopus perpusillus Troed yr aderyn 

Bitter-vetch  Lathyrus linifolius Ytbysen y coed 

Black Bryony Tamus communis Cwlwm y coed 

Black Spleenwort Asplenium adiantum-nigrum Duegredynen goesddu 

Bluebell  Hyacinthoides non-scripta Clychau'r gog 

Bog Asphodel Narthecium ossifragum Llafn y bladur 

Bog Pimpernel Lysimachia tenella (Anagallis tenella) Gwlyddyn-Mair y gors 

Bog Pondweed Potamogeton polygonifolius Dyfrllys y gors 

Bogbean  Menyanthes trifoliata Ffeuen y gors 

Bottle Sedge Carex rostrata Hesgen ylfinfain 

Branched Bur-reed Sparganium erectum Cleddlys canghennog 

Brittle Bladder-fern Cystopteris fragilis Ffiolredynen frau 

Broad-leaved Helleborine Epipactis helleborine Y galdrist lydanddail 

Bugle  Ajuga reptans Glesyn y coed 

Bulbous Buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus Blodyn-ymenyn bondew 

Bulbous Rush Juncus bulbosus18 Brwynen oddfog 

Burnet-saxifrage  Pimpinella saxifraga Gwreiddiriog 

Carline Thistle Carlina vulgaris Ysgallen Siarl 

Carnation Sedge Carex panicea Hesgen lwydlas 

Chalk Fragrant Orchid Gymnadenia conopsea19 Tegeirian pêr 

Changing Forget-me-not Myosotis discolor Sgorpionllys amryliw 

Climbing Corydalis Ceratocapnos claviculata Mwg-y-ddaear dringol 

Common Bistort Bistorta officinalis (Persicaria bistorta) Llysiau'r neidr 

Common Butterwort Pinguicula vulgaris Tafod y gors 

Common Centaury Centaurium erythraea Y ganrhi goch 

Common Cottongrass Eriophorum angustifolium Plu'r gweunydd 

Common Cow-wheat Melampyrum pratense Gliniogai 

Common Eyebright Euphrasia nemorosa Effros 

Common Meadow-rue Thalictrum flavum Arianllys 

Common Milkwort Polygala vulgaris Amlaethai cyffredin 

Common Restharrow Ononis repens Tagaradr 

Common Rock-rose Helianthemum nummularium Cor-rosyn cyffredin 

Common Spike-rush Eleocharis palustris Ysbigfrwynen 

Common Spotted-orchid Dactylorhiza fuchsii Tegeirian brych 

Common Valerian Valeriana officinalis Llysiau Cadwgan 

 
17 Limestone area south of county only. 
18 Both subspecies. 
19 The other species in G. conopsea agg. (G. borealis and G. densiflora) included. 
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Common name Latin name(s) Welsh 

Common Whitlowgrass Erophila verna Llysiau'r-bystwn ar 

Common Yellow-sedge Carex demissa (Carex viridula subsp. 
oedocarpa) 

Hesgen felen 

Confused Eyebright Euphrasia confusa Effros gliniog 

Corn Mint Mentha arvensis Mintys yr âr 

Corn Spurrey Spergula arvensis Troellig yr ŷd 

Cowberry  Vaccinium vitis-idaea Llusen goch 

Cowslip  Primula veris Briallen Fair 

Cranberry  Vaccinium oxycoccos Llygaeren 

Creeping Forget-me-not Myosotis secunda Sgorpionllys ymlusgol 

Creeping Yellow-cress Rorippa sylvestris Berwr melyn ymlusgol 

Cross-leaved Heath Erica tetralix Grug croesddail 

Crosswort  Cruciata laevipes Llysiau'r groes 

Crowberry  Empetrum nigrum Creiglusen 

Cuckooflower  Cardamine pratensis Blodyn llefrith 

Devil's-bit Scabious Succisa pratensis Tamaid y cythraul 

Downy Oat-grass Avenula pubescens (Helictotrichon 
pubescens) 

Ceirchwellt blewog 

Dyer's Greenweed Genista tinctoria Melynog y waun 

Early Dog-violet Viola reichenbachiana Fioled y coed 

Early Hair-grass Aira praecox Brigwellt y gwanwyn 

Early-purple Orchid Orchis mascula Tegeirian coch y gwanwyn 

English Stonecrop Sedum anglicum Briweg y cerrig 

Eyebright Euphrasia officinalis (Euphrasia 
rostkoviana) 

Effros blodau mawr 

Fairy Flax Linum catharticum Llin y tylwyth teg 

False-brome  Brachypodium sylvaticum Breichwellt y coed 

Fen Bedstraw Galium uliginosum Briwydd y fign 

Few-flowered Spike-rush Eleocharis quinqueflora Ysbigfrwynen goch 

Field Maple Acer campestre20 Masarnen fach 

Field Woundwort Stachys arvensis21 Briwlys y tir âr 

Fir Clubmoss Huperzia selago Cnwp-fwsogl mawr 

Flea Sedge Carex pulicaris Hesgen y chwain 

Fragrant Agrimony Agrimonia procera Llysiau'r-dryw pêr 

Giant Bellflower Campanula latifolia Clychlys mawr 

Globeflower  Trollius europaeus Cronnell 

Goldenrod  Solidago virgaurea Eurwialen 

Goldilocks Buttercup Ranunculus auricomus sens lat Blodyn-ymenyn peneuraid 

Great Burnet Sanguisorba officinalis Bwrned mawr 

Great Wood-rush Luzula sylvatica Coedfrwynen fawr 

Greater Broomrape Orobanche rapum-genistae Gorfanhadlen fawr 

Greater Butterfly-orchid Platanthera chlorantha Tegeirian llydanwyrdd 

Green Spleenwort Asplenium viride Duegredynen werdd 

Green-ribbed Sedge Carex binervis Hesgen ddeulasnod 

Guelder-rose  Viburnum opulus Gwifwrnwydden y gors 

Gypsywort  Lycopus europaeus Llysiau'r sipsiwn 

Hairy Lady's-mantle Alchemilla filicaulis Mantell-Fair goesfain 

Hairy Rock-cress Arabis hirsuta Berwr-y-cerrig blewog 

 
20 A native species that naturally declines towards the north and west of the county. 
21 Appears in abundance where a field has been cultivated and neglected. 
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Common name Latin name(s) Welsh 

Hairy Sedge Carex hirta Hesgen flewog 

Hairy St John's-wort Hypericum hirsutum Eurinllys blewog 

Hairy Wood-rush Luzula pilosa Coedfrwynen flewog 

Hairy-brome  Bromopsis ramosa Pawrwellt blewog 

Hard Shield-fern Polystichum aculeatum Gwrychredynen galed 

Harebell  Campanula rotundifolia Clychau'r eos 

Hare's-tail Cottongrass Eriophorum vaginatum Plu'r gweunydd unben 

Heath Milkwort Polygala serpyllifolia Amlaethai'r waun 

Heath Speedwell Veronica officinalis Rhwyddlwyn meddygol 

Heath Spotted-orchid Dactylorhiza maculata Tegeirian brych y rhos 

Heath Wood-rush Luzula multiflora Coedfrwynen luosben 

Heath-grass  Danthonia decumbens Glaswellt y rhos 

Hemp-agrimony  Eupatorium cannabinum Byddon chwerw 

Herb-paris  Paris quadrifolia Cwlwm cariad 

Hop Trefoil Trifolium campestre Meillionen hopysaidd 

Hutchinsia  Hornungia petraea Beryn y graig 

Intermediate Lady's-mantle Alchemilla xanthochlora Mantell-Fair ganolig 

Intermediate Polypody Polypodium interjectum Llawredynen ganolig 

Ivy-leaved Bellflower Wahlenbergia hederacea Clychlys dail eiddew 

Ivy-leaved Crowfoot Ranunculus hederaceus Crafanc-y-frân dail eiddew 

Lady's Bedstraw Galium verum Briwydd felen 

Lemon-scented Fern Oreopteris limbosperma Rhedynen bêr y mynydd 

Lesser Marshwort Helosciadium inundatum (Apium 
inundatum) 

Dyfrforonen fach 

Lesser Meadow-rue Thalictrum minus Arianllys bach 

Lesser Pond-sedge Carex acutiformis Hesgen-y-dŵr fach 

Lesser Skullcap Scutellaria minor Cycyllog bach 

Limestone Bedstraw Galium sterneri Briwydd y calch 

Limestone Fern Gymnocarpium robertianum Rhedynen y calchfaen 

Long-stalked Crane's-bill Geranium columbinum Pig-yr-aran hirgoes 

Lousewort  Pedicularis sylvatica Melog y cŵn 

Marsh Arrowgrass Triglochin palustris (Triglochin 
palustre) 

Saethbennig y gors 

Marsh Horsetail Equisetum palustre Marchrawnen y gors 

Marsh Pennywort Hydrocotyle vulgaris Dail-ceiniog y gors 

Marsh Ragwort Jacobaea aquatica (Senecio 
aquaticus) 

Creulys y gors 

Marsh Speedwell Veronica scutellata Rhwyddlwyn culddail y gors 

Marsh St John's-wort Hypericum elodes Eurinllys y gors 

Marsh Valerian Valeriana dioica Triaglog y gors 

Marsh Violet Viola palustris Fioled y gors 

Marsh Willowherb Epilobium palustre Helyglys y gors 

Marsh Woundwort Stachys palustris Briwlys y gors 

Marsh Yellow-cress Rorippa palustris Berwr melyn y gors 

Marsh-marigold  Caltha palustris Gold y gors 

Meadow Crane's-bill Geranium pratense22 Pig-yr-aran y weirglodd 

Meadow Saffron Colchicum autumnale Saffrwm y ddôl 

Meadow Saxifrage Saxifraga granulata Tormaen y gweunydd 

Meadow Thistle Cirsium dissectum Ysgallen y ddôl 

 
22 Occurs mainly on roadsides but is very well established. May not be native in the county. 
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Common name Latin name(s) Welsh 

Moonwort  Botrychium lunaria Lloer-redynen 

Moschatel  Adoxa moschatellina Mwsglys 

Mossy Saxifrage Saxifraga hypnoides Tormaen llydandroed 

Mountain Pansy Viola lutea23 Trilliw y mynydd 

Mouse-ear-hawkweed  Pilosella officinarum24 Clust y llygoden 

Musk Thistle Carduus nutans Ysgallen bendrom 

Musk-mallow  Malva moschata Hocysen fwsg 

Narrow Buckler-fern Dryopteris carthusiana Marchredynen gul 

Navelwort  Umbilicus rupestris Deilen gron 

Nettle-leaved Bellflower Campanula trachelium Clychlys dail danadl 

Northern Marsh-orchid Dactylorhiza purpurella25 Tegeirian-y-gors gogleddol 

Oak Fern Gymnocarpium dryopteris Rhedynen dridarn 

Orpine  Hylotelephium telephium (Sedum 
telephium) 

Canewin 

Parsley-piert  Aphanes arvensis Troed y dryw 

Pepper-saxifrage  Silaum silaus Ffenigl yr hwch 

Petty Whin Genista anglica Cracheithinen 

Pignut  Conopodium majus Cneuen y ddaear 

Pill Sedge Carex pilulifera Hesgen bengron 

Pillwort  Pilularia globulifera Pelenllys gronynnog 

Primrose  Primula vulgaris Briallen 

Quaking-grass  Briza media Crydwellt 

Ragged-Robin Silene flos-cuculi (Lychnis flos-cuculi) Carpiog y gors 

Ramsons  Allium ursinum Craf y geifr 

Red Bartsia Odontites vernus Gorudd 

Remote Sedge Carex remota Hesgen blodau anghyfagos 

Round-leaved Crowfoot Ranunculus omiophyllus Crafanc-y-frân y rhostir 

Round-leaved Sundew Drosera rotundifolia Gwlithlys 

Rue-leaved Saxifrage Saxifraga tridactylites Tormaen tribys 

Salad Burnet Poterium sanguisorba (Sanguisorba 
minor) 

Bwrned 

Sanicle  Sanicula europaea Clust yr arth 

Saw-wort  Serratula tinctoria Dant y pysgodyn 

Sheep's-bit  Jasione montana Clefryn 

Sherard's Downy-rose Rosa sherardii Rhosyn Sherard 

Shining Crane's-bill Geranium lucidum Pig-yr-aran loywddail 

Shoreweed  Littorella uniflora Beistonnell ferllyn 

Silver Hair-grass Aira caryophyllea Brigwellt arian 

Slender Parsley-piert Aphanes australis Troed-y-dryw main 

Slender St John's-wort Hypericum pulchrum Eurinllys meinsyth 

Slender Tufted-sedge Carex acuta Hesgen tywysennau 
main/meinion 

Small Scabious Scabiosa columbaria Clafrllys bach 

Smooth Brome Bromus racemosus Pawrwellt llyfn 

Smooth Lady's-mantle Alchemilla glabra Mantell-Fair lefn 

Sneezewort  Achillea ptarmica Ystrewlys 

 
23 Believed to be relatively common in the county but rarely caught in flower. Hard to find in grass without a 
fingertip search. 
24 Common on calcareous outcrops on otherwise neutral grassland. 
25 Neither species of Marsh Orchid (Southern or Northern) is very frequent in the county, but both are found. 
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Common name Latin name(s) Welsh 

Soft-leaved Sedge Carex montana Hesgen feddal 

Southern Marsh-orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa26 Tegeirian-y-gors deheuol 

Spindle  Euonymus europaeus Piswydden 

Spring-sedge  Carex caryophyllea Hesgen gynnar 

Square-stalked St John's-wort Hypericum tetrapterum Eurinllys pedronglog 

Stag's-horn Clubmoss Lycopodium clavatum Cnwp-fwsogl corn carw 

Tawny Sedge Carex hostiana Hesgen felynllwyd 

Three-nerved Sandwort Moehringia trinervia Tywodlys teirnerf 

Thyme-leaved Sandwort Arenaria serpyllifolia Tywodlys dail teim 

Toothwort  Lathraea squamaria Deintlys 

Trailing St John's-wort Hypericum humifusum Eurinllys ymdaenol 

Trailing Tormentil Potentilla anglica Pumnalen orweddol 

Tufted Forget-me-not Myosotis laxa Sgorpionllys siobynnog 

Tutsan  Hypericum androsaemum Dail y Beiblau 

Upland Enchanter's-nightshade Circaea x intermedia27 Llysiau-Steffan yr ucheldir 

Viviparous Sheep's-fescue Festuca vivipara Peiswellt bywhiliog 

Water Avens Geum rivale Mapgoll glan y dŵr 

Water Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides Sgorpionllys y gors 

Water-purslane  Lythrum portula Troed y gywen 

Welsh Poppy Papaver cambricum (Meconopsis 
cambrica) 

Pabi Cymreig 

White Bryony Bryonia dioica Bloneg y ddaear 

Whorled Caraway Trocdaris verticillata (Carum 
verticillatum) 

Carwy droellennog 

Wild Basil Clinopodium vulgare Brenhinllys gwyllt 

Wild Daffodil Narcissus pseudonarcissus28 Cenhinen-Bedr wyllt 

Wild Marjoram Origanum vulgare Penrhudd 

Wild Onion Allium vineale Nionyn gwyllt 

Wild Pansy Viola tricolor Trilliw 

Wild Thyme Thymus drucei (Thymus polytrichus) Teim gwyllt 

Wilson's Filmy-fern Hymenophyllum wilsonii Rhedynach teneuwe Wilson 

Wood Anemone Anemone nemorosa Blodyn y gwynt 

Wood Bitter-vetch Vicia orobus Ffacbysen chwerw 

Wood Horsetail Equisetum sylvaticum Marchrawnen y coed 

Wood Melick Melica uniflora Meligwellt y coed 

Wood Sage Teucrium scorodonia Chwerwlys yr eithin 

Wood Speedwell Veronica montana Rhwyddlwyn y coed 

Woodruff  Galium odoratum Briwydd bêr 

Wood-sedge  Carex sylvatica Hesgen y coed 

Wood-sorrel  Oxalis acetosella Suran y coed 

Wych Elm Ulmus glabra Llwyfen lydanddail 

Yellow Archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon Marddanhadlen felen 

Yellow Iris Iris pseudacorus Gellesgen 

Yellow Pimpernel Lysimachia nemorum Gwlyddyn melyn Mair 

Yellow-rattle  Rhinanthus minor Cribell felen 

Zigzag Clover Trifolium medium Meillionen igam-ogam 

 
26 Neither species of Marsh Orchid (Southern or Northern) is very frequent in the county, but both are found. 
27 The only hybrid in the list. Often found in the absence of C. alpina or both parents and hence presumably 
indicator of past presence. 
28 Including all the species numbered 18-22 in Stace (4th edition). 


